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Project - Educate The Next Generation of Leaders in Freetown 

Sierra Leone is on the West Coast of Africa, with an estimated population of 6.2 million.  Of this 
population, only 35.1% are literate (age 15 and over can read and write English, Mende, Temne, or 
Arabic). (Source CIA Factbook)  In other words almost 65% of the population over 15 years old 
cannot read or write .   

 
According to the United Nations 2007-2008 Human Development report, Sierra Leone ranks as # 177 
(last place) in Human Development Index.  Sierra Leone is an extremely poor nation with tremendous 
inequality in income distribution. 

 

 

 

Develop Africa is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, organization headquartered in Johnson City, TN. With a focus 
on resource and human development , Develop Africa is dedicated to effective approaches that 
address the social, human and economic challenges in Africa. Mission:  Through training, scholarship, 
investment and partnerships, Develop Africa is committed to developing Africaôs people through the 
promotion of transformational education, resource development, investment training and 
strategic empowerment. Our premise is based on the notion that in order to change oneôs personal 
and national status there must be a change in the thinking and processing pattern of the mind.   

  

Scholarship Recipients at Award Ceremony  School and Teaching Supplies  
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Rationale:  In many public primary and secondary schools (K-12 equivalent) in Sierra Leone, the 
students are required to pay registration fees every semester and to buy the ir own books, 
uniforms etc . The government does not provide ñfree educationò and parents have to pay out of pocket 
for their children to go to school. Unfortunately, many families are unable to carry this cost or provide 
the on-going support. Consequently, many children and youth are forced to drop out of school because 
of financial hardships or inadequate funds. These frustrated children and youth sometimes end up in 

undesirable activities with their potential wasted.  Many of the schools do not  have the much needed 
teaching supplies to be able to adequately teach the children.   

The Principal of a school in Freetown, Sierra Leone laments in a local newspaper (Awoko) 
article dated October 8, 2008 . 

ñI am a principal of a school with over 500 pupils and 26 trained and qualified teachers 
but salaries, learning materials and subsidies have not been forth coming from 
Government and the Freetown City Councilò he stressed. 

The children in the school had this to say additionally: 

A cross section of pupils interviewed lamented to Awoko about the difficult learning 
environment they are forced to contend with, ñwe are only pretending to be going to 
school, because the school lacks library, laboratory and other learning materials 
which have been largely responsible for the poor performances of pupils during public 
exams. 

ï Read full article online   
   

Develop Africa, Inc. believes that education is a key component in bringing real and lasting change in 
Africa.   By investing into education, we are contributing to the development of Africaôs key 
resource ï people , and ultimately to the development of African nations. The children and youth are 

the future leaders of Africa.   
 
Develop Africaôs education programs were established to provide support to schools and increase 
educational opportunities.  Develop Africaôs Promise of Hope Scholarship Program is helping to increase 
access to educational opportunities and empower students. The program enables students to further 
their vocational goals, preventing them from reverting to exploitative situations, such as child labor or 

the sex trade.  
 

  

http://awoko.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=4020&cntnt01returnid=721
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Below: Letter from Principal expressing gratitude for books and schoo l supplies  
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Books, School and Teaching Supplies 

 

2 Year Budget -  Educate T he Next Generation of Leaders in Freetown  
 

  
 Leones   $  

Scholarships           17,880,000   $     6,000  

Purchase of school and teaching supplies           23,840,000   $     8,000  

Shipping of supplies           22,052,000   $     7,400  

Vehicle hire / fuel / misc transportation            3,000,000   $     1,007  

Computers - 10           29,800,000   $    10,000  

Computer maintenance and upkeep            2,980,000   $     1,000  

Refreshments (award / distribution)               600,000   $        201  

Photographs, press and video coverage            1,350,000   $        453  

Phone / fax / recharge               600,000   $        201  

Camera battery / CD creation and other peripherals               360,000   $        121  

Stationary and other supplies               600,000   $        201  

Postage (local and international)            1,200,000   $        403  

UPS power supply, batteries etc            5,960,000   $     2,000  

Counselor / Coordinator           11,920,000   $     4,000  

Project Director           11,920,000   $     4,000  

Fundraising / marketing / service fees           14,900,000   $     5,000  

  
    

 Total       148,962,000   $   49,987  

    Note:  
Exchange rate - Sierra Leone Currency - Leones to US Dollar as of 10/10/08:  2980 Leones = $1 US 
Dollar 
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Develop Africa anticipates that educating children and youths provides opportunities for economic 

independence and is an effective long-term investment to eradicating poverty. Access to education 

honors their basic human rights.  

Letôs empower and educate lives together ï join us by donating today !  

 

Additional pictures, links, resources are available on this special supporting web page: 

www.developafrica.org/FreetownEducation  

 

 

http://www.developafrica.org/FreetownEducation
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How Y ou Can Help  

1.  Make a donation today! 

2.  Join our Facebook cause 

3.  Help us collect books and school supplies 

 

Links and Resources  

¶ Youtube video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ie3fl5LKvQ  

¶ Develop Africa Youtube site: http://www.youtube.com/developafrica  

¶ Develop Africaôs Facebook Cause 

 

Articles from Local Newspapers in Freetown Sierra Leone  

¶ http://standardtimespress.net/cgi-bin/artman/publish/article_3407.shtml 

¶ http://awoko.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=4020&cntnt01returnid

=721 

 

United Nations Statistics and R elated Country Development I nformation  

¶ http://hdrstats.undp.org/indicators/7.html 

¶ http://hdrstats.undp.org/countries/data_sheets/cty_ds_SLE.html 

¶ http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/sierraleone_statistics.html 

¶ UN Millennium Goals: http://un.org/millenniumgoals/  

 

General Information on Sierra Leone  

¶ Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone 

¶ CIA fact book: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/print/sl.html  

 

 

 

Questions: Contact us ï 

www.DevelopAfrica.org/contact  

  

 

http://apps.facebook.com/causes/103927?m=0ca9b&recruiter_id=16701892
http://www.developafrica.org/collect_school_supplies
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http://www.youtube.com/developafrica
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/103927?m=0ca9b&recruiter_id=16701892
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