Tourism excursion economic impact on Sifoe Kafo Farm 

The goal of the Sifoe Kafo Farm is to improve the livelihood of the kafo members by increasing their skills for income generation to alleviating poverty and also to protect the environment. It has set itself the following objectives.

1. To promote beekeeping as an environmentally friendly and an income generating activity 

2. Promote the use of bee products for income generation

3. Promote orchard farming

4. Provide training on income generating skills to members 

5. Promote eco-tourism 

The positive experience of being involved in the “rural Gambia” excursion has now made the promotion of eco-tourism a core objective. 

Thanks to its relationship with the GiG Farm Yard, eco-tourism is fast becoming the main source of income generation for the Kafo. A well conducted tour of the facilities usually attracts donations and sales of farm products to the tourists. During the season the farm earns about D1,000 a day on average during the six days a week that tourists visit the farm. The experience also creates 6 permanent positions employment for the Kafo

Tourism excursion socio-cultural impact on Sifoe Kafo Farm
A study conducted on behalf of the Kafo at the end of the tourist season indicated that the experience of introducing tourism in the venture had been a positive one for the local community and the spirit of enthusiasm to be involved remained strong: 

 “Sifoe Kafo Farm is a good example of a community initiative that enjoys full community ownership and is dependent on volunteerism of the members. This spirit is maintained. Every Wednesday, all the members are obliged to assemble at the farm where lunch is cooked from the farm’s monies. It is during these days that the bulk of the physical work required on the farm is supposed to be done and some literacy and skills training conducted. A significant number of members also come to the farm on other days to welcome tourists.”
Assessment on Sifoe Kafo Farm, E. Sonko (May 2007) 
Tourism excursion environmental impact on Sifoe Kafo Farm

Sifoe Kafo Farm owns 10 hectares of land which include two hectares of natural bushes providing natural habitat for the bees and seven hectares which contain an orchard of mango, cashew and wood trees, and the grounds for beekeeping. A total of 80 bee hives have been laid here, about 70% of them already colonised.
The involvement of the tourist industry in the farm has helped raise awareness among the local community about the importance of protecting the environmental assets of the kafo. Because the link with the tourist industry is providing opportunities to the whole community, they now have an active interest in helping to maintain the environment. Whereas deforestation had previously been a significant threat, there are now active locally-based tree-planting initiatives. 
