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Background:
Early Childhood Care and Education is here explained as the education and care provided for children between the ages of 3-5 years before the commencement of formal Primary education. It entails the play-way method of education among children of that age group to develop their intellectual, physical, moral and social aptitudes.

Pre- primary education brings children from various backgrounds together thereby fostering tolerance and socialization at an early age. The stimulation and opportunities at pre-school is most often not found in homes where parents are hard pressed to be away from home for most part of every day. Pre-schools also prepare children for primary school there by reducing anxiety at a later age of entering school. The attitudes for learning social norms and good personal habits are easier to inculcate at a younger age. The social and economic engagements of women in both rural and urban areas can no longer allow them to give the necessary attention, stimulation and encouragement which young children need to move towards optimum development. Therefore, making pre-schools more accessible, child friendly and educative will be a boost for women’s empowerment.

Childhood Education in Western Area
There are 3 primary schools in the Western Area. Only 20% of teachers in primary schools are qualified for primary school education. Problems  in the community include:

· Lack of qualified teachers

· Inadequate physical facilities like school buildings, furniture, water and sanitation facilities.

· Outdated teaching and learning materials

· Lack of recreational facilities

The Comprehensive Primary School re-established in September 2004 in a makeshift building.  The centre has a present roll of 63 (38 girls and 25 boys). 30% of the parents are school going parents, 40% are working parents and 30% are business parents. The centre is managed by committee volunteers in the Tengbeh Town and Red-Pump Community
Project Location:

Freetown, Western Area.

Comprehensive Primary School
The Comprehensive Primary School began work in 1995. However, the expansion of the rebel war in 1998 forced the school to withdraw progressively from Freetown. Since early 2004 the school has focused it education activities particularly for war-affected children incorporating trauma healing, first in Internally Displaced Person’s camps. 

Project beneficiaries:

180 children: 101 girls and 79 boys 

100 parents of  the Red-Pump, Tengbeh Town  and its environs.
Project description:

Project goal:

The project seeks to enhance the protection and potential of children of working parents in Freetown through the provision of high quality education from infant age.  It also aims to promote the participation of children in socialisation which will help to boost their self-esteem and  self-reliance. 

Project objective:

The objectives of this project are:

1. To assist working and business parents in the Freetown community to take care of their children while at work or on business errands thereby creating the opportunity for income generation and self reliance for parents to provide more of their children’s basic needs.

2. to help infants acquire social and psychomotor skills during their formative years

3. To raise funds for the Comprehensive School to sustain the centre

4. To promote the national drive towards having a literate society.

Project activities:
In order to achieve the stated objective the following activities are expected to be achieved by August 2010:
1. Provision of school furnishings 

2. Training of  teachers for primary school education

3. Provision of teaching and learning materials

4. Play and Arts materials

5. Beddings and toiletries

6. Payment of allowance to 5 teachers 
Timeframe: 

Funding is sought for twenty four (24) months, from August 2008 to August 2010.  This will allow for twelve months of construction of facilities, and twelve months of use of the centre to assess outcome of project prior to end of 24 months.
Sustainability:

The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology is responsible for the payment of qualified teachers’ salaries and school charges collected from parents will raise funds to sustain the centre.

Project budget:
	Budget Item
	Cost (US$)

	Provision of furnishings 
	4,000

	Provision of teaching and learning materials
	2,000

	Play and Arts materials
	4,000

	Beddings and toiletries
	1,500

	Payment of incentives to care givers
	2,000

	Grand Total
	$13,500


Contact details:
Comprehensive Primary School
Martha Thorpe
Administrator
29d Old Railway Line, Tengbeh Town
Freetown.

Telephone: + 232-33-651-572

Email: m_thorpe1@yahoo.com
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